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In India, 12.49 percent infants were found to be of low weight against those infants weighed at birth

●In India, an estimated 26 millions of children are born every year. 

●Children 0-6 years age   group accounts 13% (as per Census 2011) of the total population of country and nearly 
one fifth of the world’s annual childbirths (as per UNICEF). 

●Around 3.5 million babies in India are born too early and more than one million new-borns are discharged each 

year from Special New-born Care Units (SNCUs). The newborn delivered early and those who are admitted in SNCU 

are at high risk and need focused care.

●Early Ini a on of Breast feeding: Whether delivery takes place in an ins tu on or at home ini a ng breas eeding 

in the first hour of life where the newborn is significantly more likely to survive. The practice of early initiation can 

decrease the newborn mortality and morbidity, which should be an integral part of safe delivery procedure.

●In FY 2020-21 and FY 21-22 percentage of new born breast fed within 1 hr of delivery is more than 90% at All 

India Level including most of the States/UTs.


